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HE London Correſponding Society having determined to 


call a General Meeting of its 


embers, and other Friends, to 
Parliamentary Reform, on the 3x of July laſt; a requiſition was 


accordingly prepared, which, after having-undergone a legal inveſ- | 
tigation, was regularly advertiſed in the Courier of the 22d, and 


Sunday Review of the 23d paſt; and poſting bills were diſtributed, 
and the preparations for holding the E went on regulary, when 
on the Saturday preceding the meeting, an advertiſement appeared 
from the magiſtrates of Bow-ſtreet, ſtating that the meeting would 
be illegal, and calling on all conſtables, & c. to attend the ſame. 
The Executive Committee met in the evening, and immediately 
deputed Citizen SAURI WEBBE, one of their members, with a 


14 


perſon who ſigned the requiſition, to the magiſtrates of Bow-ſtreet,, | 


+ 4 
— 5 ; 14 


with the following letter: 


3 | Committee Room, Fuly 29, 1797 
„ GENTLEMEN, | 7 x21 


4 London Correſponding Society, in conſequence of an advertiſe- 


8 


9 
yy 


f ; . 448 x „ . 
« THE Executive Committee of the 


ment from the Public Office, Bow-ſtreet, has deputed 8. WERNER 
to learn wherein the requiſition of the ſaid Society, for calling a 


general meeting on the 31% is illegal. If the magiſtrate or 


"FI «© magiltzates 
. ** py 53 70 > 


ce 


1 „ 8 
magiſtrates will point out wherein the illegality conſiſts, the 

« London Correſponding Society will pledge itſelf not to touch 

4 on-agpduch paints... .- os trees 

« Signed by order of the Committee, 1 „ 

15 ALEX. GalLOWAx, Preſident. 

Rich. Barrow, 

„ James PowELL, 


« SAML. WEBBE,. . 
« THos. Evans, Secretary.“ 


cc 
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The deputation was immediately introduced to Mr. ForD, the 
ſitting magilttate, who regeived them with great civility zhe in- 
formed them * that there had been a meeting of the magiſtrates, 
at which he was preſent; that they had agreed that no meeting 
under the requiſition advertiſed could be legal, but did not feel 
themſelves at all bound to explain particularly wherein it was not. 
The Deputation' repreſented that the Committee did not preſume 
they were ſo bound, but aſked the information only as a matter of 
courteſy. The magiſtrates, however, did not think proper to 
comply with the requeſt, but obſerved that they (the magiſtrates) 
and the ſociety were at iſſue, and on the day of the meeting it 
would be ſeen whether or no it was legal. 

The Committee being convinced of the legality of their requi- 
tion, did not feel themſelves juſtified in poftponing the meeting. 
They, in conſequence, ordered the following anfwer to the Bow- 
| ſtreet advertiſement to be immediately printed and poſted at all 
„ ds y eB 0 RY 
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LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. «© 

„ Ta1s Committee having read an advertifement, inſerted in 
« the Public Newſpapers by * Magiſtrates of the Public Office, 
« Bow-ſtreet; but being convinced that the original requiſition 
ce of the houtſholders, Mccters of the London Correſponding 
& Society, calling the meeting, IS STRICTLY CONFORM- 

* ABLE TO LAW, AND TO ALL THE PROVISI- 
« ONS of the ACT 36 GEORGE. III. The ſaid Meeting 
s of this Society, and others, Friends of Reform, will take place 

as advertiſed, on Monday, the 31ſt of July, in a field, near 
« the VETERINARY” COLLEGE, ST: PANCRAS. 


Signed in name, and by order be 
4 Hxecutive Committee of the Lon- SES 35 
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„Hos. Evans, Secretary. - 
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The extreme length of the Addreſs to the ation, and che 
variety of ſubje cts it embracęd, induced the Committee rather 
to refer it to the Society in their Diviſions, than to offer it to 
I The Committee met early on Monday mormaß, at a houſe 

in Sommers Town, arranged the buſineſs, and determined to 
begin the proceedings exactly at the time appointed, though ſur- 
rounded by magiſtrates and ſoldiers. '» About twenty minutes 
before two, word was brought that the magiſtrates and ſoldiers 
were in the field, the Committee immediately proceeded to 
the ſpot, and aſcended the tribunes. Citizens Ferguſon, © 

Galloway, Webbe, and Stuckey, were in the firſt tribune; Max- 
well, Baxter; Barrow, and Evans, (Secretary to the Society) in 
the ſecoend: Hodgſon, B. Binns, and Rhyad, in the third. 
Citizen Powell, a member of the Executive Committee, 


with ſix perſons to aſſiſt him, were placed at the feet f N 


the tribunes, to take minutes of all that paſſed. Each tri- 
bune was immediately ſurrounded by an immenſe body of 
cConſtables. Sir William Addington, Mr. Flood, &c. on 
horſeback, came and remained within a few feet of the firſt ; 
Meflirs. Calquhoun, Williams, &c: en foot, at the ſecond; Meſſrs. 
Conant, &c. alſo on foot, at the third. There were, accord- 
ing to the beſt authority, upwards of 2000 conſtables, and as 
many ſoldiers in and about the field, and betwixt 6 and 800 
more within a ſhort diſtance of the ſpot... 4, 
E Exactly at two g'clock, the watches having been reviouſly 
ſet alike, a white handkerchief being raiſed at the fir f tribune, 
which was immediately anſwered from the other two, the 
buſineſs commeneed. Citizen Galloway opened the proceed- 
ings at the firſt tribune (Citz. Ferguſon having previouſly aſked 
Sir Wm. Addington, whether the proclamation had been read, 
or whether he had been interrupted ? to both which queſtions 
be anſwered No. The above queſtions were repeated, and the 
ſame anſwer received ſeveral times during the proceedings.) 
he hegan reading the requiſition, purſuant to which the meeting 
was convened, which being concluded, Citizen Ferguſon ſaid 
to Sir Wm. Addington, “ — you any objection to that? 
Sir Wm. Addington. No.“ ; 3 


— 


- 


| Galloway.” 4 Js there any thing illegal or improper con ng 


Sir Wm. Addington, NO.“ 3 „ 
He then proceeded to read the advertiſement from the 
Public Office, Bow-ſtrect, ſtated the proceedings of the Com- 
mittee on that head, read the letter ſent to the magiſtrates, and 
ſaid, © that no ſpecific anſwer had been received,” He ob- 
S N 8 - , obſerved, 


1 


„ 3 dh, 
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|  feryed, that he could not perceive in what reſpect᷑ the requiſi- 


tion of the ſociety was informal, or how the meeting could 


be deemed illegal; but that was a queſtion which he hoped 
and truſted at leaſt that the Bow-ſtreet magiftrates would be 
compelled to prove. He faid, © the Executive Committee, 
convinced of the legality of the meeting, could not feel them 


felves juſtified in poſtponing it, in confequence of the adver- 
tiſement from Bow-ſtreet; that they therefore fhould proceed 
to the buſineſs of the day. To effect which they recommended 


Citizen Thomas Stuckey, as a man on whoſe courage, firmneſs, 


and impartiality, they could rely with the utmoſt pleaſure and 


fatisfaction, to be Chairman to the wen == BY He then put 
the motion, which was carried unanimouſly. 


Citizen Fer- 
5 again repeated the queſtion, whether the proclamation 
1 


Had been read, or whether it had been interrupted? and again 
received for anſwer, . No.” Citizen Stuckey returning thanks 
to the meeting, ſaid, „that from his earlieſt infancy he had 
always been impreſſed with the true prineiples of Liberty, and 
that his conduct had never been derogatory to the character of 
4 man, and a member of the London Correſponding Society. 
He faid that the Executive Committee had determined-to con- 


fine the buſineſs of the day to the Petition and Remonſtrance 


fo the King, and ſome reſolutions on the ſtate of public affairs. 


That the Addreſs to the Nation being extremely long, and 

containing a vaſt number of points, they had determined to re- 

fer it to the drvifions when it would be printed.“ - OS Yi 
Citizen Webbe then began to read the Petition and Re- 


monſtrance; and when he had got through about one-third, a 
buzzing noife was heard from the farther part of the field. 


Citizen Ferguſon, addreſſing himſelf to Sir Wm Adding - 


ton, aſked, if the proclamation had been read? To which he 
| ON te J do not know, that is your buſineſs not mine. 


Citizen Ferguſon then aſked the perſons, ſurrounding the tri- 
bune, whether any of them knew if the Proclamation had been 
read? Several perſons calted out, it had not. One perfon ſaid, 
© It had not been read in that part of the field, and we are not 
therefore by law bound to diſperſe.” Ferguſon replied, “ We 


muſt not truſt to that; there can be no uſe in thouſands of 
good citizens being butchered.” Several minutes elapſed in 
the uncertainty. A citizen who had been diſpatched to Hodg- 


fon's tribune, returned, with the account that it had been read; 


ron which Ferguſon again addreſſed the people, © Friends and 
fellow-citizens, the Proclamation has, I underſtand, been read. 
I conjure you to diſperſe, and to return peaceably and orderly . 


to your reſpective homes. 
N 2 


Sir 


15 
Sir Wm. Addington ex 


Sir Wm. Addington. Take that fellow into cuſtody.” 8 
e tri- 


blow in the eye with a conſtable's ſtaff. So eager were roy. 
to ſeize their prize, that Townſend was tumbled into a dite 


and quietly, commit no outrage, 
that can defend himſelf ; this buſineſs wall com 
ef law.” He was immediately ordered into cuſtody. . 
Citizen Webbe, in deſcending from the tribune, was alſs 


laid hold of; but the conſtable not appearing to know po- 


fitively whether he had received charge of him, the citizens. 
withdrew him -qut of his hand. Citizen Webbe apprehend- 
ing however, it might be deemed a reſcue, inſiſted on re- 


turning to the conſtable; when, on aſking him if he had re- 


ceived charge of him, he replied, he did not know, but if he 

pleaſed could 

Webbe deſiring he would, he immediately conducted him to 
Sir Wm. Addington, to whom Citizen Webbe, faid, < have 

you given charge of me, fir?” and received for anſwer, “ Na.” 


& v4 


At theſecond tribune 1t1Zen Naa read the pr eedings;3 


while he was reading them one of the magiſtrates made minutes, 


which being obſerved by Citizen Evans, ſecretary to the ſo- 
ciety, he requeſted that the ſurrounding auditors would expreſs 
er approbation by raiſing their hands, inſtead of clappings 
that the magiſtrates might hear whatever paſſed; and that ſilent 


mode of exprefling applauſe was 8 adopted. When the 
addreis was nearly concluded, Mr. Williams, one of the ma- 


2 faid to Citizen Barrow, I order you into cuſtody, 


x,” upon which he immediately ſurrendered himſelf. At 
this period it was reported that the proclamation had been-read 
xt one of the other tribunes, when the wagiſtrates ſent an 
officer, and the citizens on the ſecond tribune deputed a mem- 


ber to the firſt, to know whether the proclamation had been 
read; who both returned with an anſwer, that it had not been 
read. A doubt ſtill remaining in the minds of the 2 

: ; h i 5 8 


me before a court 


conduct him to the magiſtrate to learn. Citizen 


a 


EN 


| bis tribune, 'and-# converſation, between them and the magiſ- 
trates, following in conſequence, Mr. Williams ſaid, „to put 
an end to the diſpute, I will read the:proclamation,;” which he 
accordingly did, it being then twenty-five minutes paſt two 
o'clock. The citizens on the tribune requeſted: the aflembly 
to I and retire peaceably to their own ha- 


bitations: Citizen 


Citizen Hodgfon' opened the buſineſs, at the third tribune, 
by reading the requiſition; and after mentioning the contra- 


Public Adee, in 
Executive Committee to the magiſtrates of that office, and 
related that it had been ſent by a deputation, who were treated 


with much politeneſs by the magiſtrates, but failed of obtaining 

anation, in what particular the-requifition was not 
conformable to the laws. He concluded by expreſſing his 
confidence, that every perſon preſent mult be perfectly ſatiſ- 


Red of the legality of the meeting. 
Aſter the Chairman was appointed, Citizen Hodgſon, pro- 


ceeded to explain the care which thé Executive Committee 


had taken to ſecure the legality of the buſineſs, as well 4s 
of the meeting, and that for this purpoſe: they had, ſince che 
reading in the general committee, reconſidered. the whole, 
and in conſequence had determined that the Addreſs to the 
Nation, from its th, he extreme importance of 


the points to which it applied, could not with propriety” be 


_ ſubmitted to ſo large an aflembly. He aſſured them; how- 
ever, that it was by no means abandoned, but would be 


Jaxwell aſſured the ſurrounding multitude, 

mat as he conceived the meeting to be perfectly legal, it would 
de brought before a Britiſh jury, to determine whether the 

_ magiſtrates had not exceeded their authority. 


y 4 
Actor x advertiſemegt Which had appeared in the name of the 
B ny et, he read the letter ſent by the 


JE 


referred to the diviſions. That the buſineſs of the day would 


therefore be confiried to the Remonſirance to the- King and , 


fome reſolutions; but, continued he, I cannot paſs by the in- 
tended Addreſs to the Nation, without endeavouring to give 
you ſome idea of its contents. It contains, in my opinion, a 
compleat refutation, on the ftrongeſt hiſtorical evidence, of 
the charge of innovation as applied to the friends of Univerſal 
Suffrage and Annual Parliaments; and the cleareſt» demon- 


ſtration that they were practically the Conſtitutional Rights 
of our anceſtors. WW W 


Bur, Citizens! much as I admire the Addreſs in its preſent 
conceive in one particular it is defective; there is a ſomething 


YN 


* 


which 


Rate, as thinking it replete with conſtitutional inſtruction, 1 


* 

kf 

4 
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(9) 

which I think T may call political morality wanting in it, 
Moſt of you know how anxious I am, at all times, that we 
ſhould ayow our ſentiments in the moſt explicit manner; but 
I aſſure you, I am not leſs anxious that we ſhould conſtantly 
exerciſe the moſt extenſive toleration towards thoſe perſons 
who differ from us in opinion as to the neceſſary degree of re- 
form, provided only that we are aſſured of their ſincerity. 

He concluded by declaring his earneſt wiſhes that this omiſ- 
fion might be fapplied either in the reviſions of the Addreſs 
by the committee, or in the courſe of the reference to the 
diviſions. "TM = FIN 
B. Binns then propoſed that the Petition and Remon- 
ftrance to the King ſhould be read; it was accordingly begun, 
but during the reading, Juſtice Conant began to addreſs him- 
felf to Citizen Hodgſon, but in fo low a voice that he was not 
immediately attended to. As foon as Citizen Hodgſon under- 
ſtood him to be a magiſtrate (he was on foot, and no way diſ- 
tinguiſhable from the 1 of the attending company) 
and that he objected to the legality of the meeting, he deſired 
che reader to 42. and reſolutely preffing forward, enquired 
what was Mr. Conant's objection to the e He 
anſwered, & that he conſidered it to be a conſequence of a general 
advertifement, and therefore illegal: and on intimating his 
intention of reading the Proclamation for the people to diſ- 
perſe, Hodgſon invited him toaſcend the tribune, and perceiy- 
ing Mr. . much alarmed, aſſured him he might depend 
on being treated with civility. Mr. Conant declined the of- 
fer, and when endeavouring to begin reading the Proclama- 
tion, Hodgſon again addreſſed him, ſaying, © He hoped he 
did not mean to read it in a ſurreptitious manner, ſo as to give 
an opportunity of imputing illegality to the diſtant parts of 
the company. Mr. Comin appeared exceedingly hurt at this 
remark, and with much agitation exclaimed, God forbid ! 
God forbid! Nobody can be criminal for not obeying orders 
which they do not know to have been given.“ , 

He then directed the conſtables to clear a ring, which, to a 
{mall extent, being with difficulty effected; the high-conſtable 
advanced on horſeback, repeating the proclamation, following 


Mr. Conant, who ſpoke in ſo low and faint a voice as to be 


2 audible, even by the perſons immediately ſurrounding 
Im. 5 © Rs N 
The reading of the Proclamation concluded preciſely at 20 mi- 
nutes after two. A meſſage was immediately ſent by a Giti- 
zen to the other tribunes with'the a but notwithſtand- 
& = * Ing, 
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could be communicated to the firſt tribune. 


their Committee Room, and drew up, We 


{ 80 01 


ing, the ſpaciouſneſs of the field, and the plan of the menting, 
calculated to preſerve a hollow centre, it began then to be 1o 
thronged, that a conſiderable time elapſed before the meſſage 

Mean time Mr. Conant, as ſoon as the proclamation was 
finiſhed, addreſſed himſelf to Hodgſon, ſaying, «In farther pur- 


ſuance of my duty, as a magiſtrate, which is to execute the 


laws. as they are, I think it neceſſary to order you into cuſtody.” 
Hodgſon aſſured him he might depend on his cheerfully ſub- * 
mitting, and then addreſſing himſelf to the meeting, informed 
them of the buſineſs being illegally broken off, and himſelf a 
priſoner, that he now thought it neceſſary to mention what in 
the opening of the buſineſs he had not noticed, viz. That this 
interruption was very ſtrongly expected, and the Executive 
Committee fully prepared to enter into the moſt ample legal 
inveſtigation of the buſineſs; he therefore earneſtly intreated 
them to diſperſe, and leave the cauſe to the care of the - 
Committee, reſting aſſured it was one of the moſt important 


that ever occupied the attention of a Britiſh jury. He cau- 


tioned them againſt the ill effects in the enſuing trials of any 
clamorous behaviour ariſing among them; but reminded them 
likewiſe, there was no occaſion for diſperſing, with any degree 
of precipitation, as the law allowed them one hour for that 


_ purpoſe. 
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other perſons on the tribune, informed him he muſt be taken 
into cuſtody; but it being uncertain to which he addreſſed him- 
ſclf, they both preſented themſelves with great alacrity, and he 
made choice of Binns. | _ „ 
Mr. Conant having obſerved that Hodgſon's caution againſt, 
precipitate retreating might produce ill effects, by inducing. 
many to ſtay too long, Hodabn again addreſſed the aſſembly 
adviſing them to begin their retreat immediately, excepting 
only a few perſons, to whom, with the conſent of Mr. Co- 
nant, he gave the charge of taking down and removing the 
tribune. VVV 
Citizens Ferguſon, Stuckey, Galloway, Barrow Hodgſon, 
and Binns, who had all been taken into cuſtody, were imme - 
diately conveyed to Bow - ſtreet, where they underwent an 
examination, and entered into recognizances to appear at: 


the Quarter Seſſions. 


Mr. Conant, about this time ſpeaking to. one of the two 


The General Committee, in the mean time, retired. to 
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Or THE LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY 
TO THE” COUNTRY.” 


« WE aſſure the Nation, that notwithſtanding the in- 

d terference of the Magiſtrates, and the ſuppreſſion of this 
« day's Meeting (which proceedings we conceive to be ille- 
gal) it is our determination til ill to perſevere in the ſame 
e peaceable manner, while there remains a law to which 

© e can Il for protection. na 

r 5: Y eee Wu. H. "Rb, Prefilent.. ] 
Tomas EvAxs, * TH 


— Fuh 3 t, 1797. 


That the country may be in full . of the condult” 
and intentions of the London Correſponding Society, this 
Narrative, with the Addreſs to the Nation, Petition and 
Remonſtrance to the King, and the Reſolutions intended for 
the Public Meeting, are now ——— to * ee 
| ear 25 _ alteration. | 7 PAY ) 
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 - FRIENDS AND FELLOW COUNTRYMEN,  __ * .. ll 
IT is a maxim of the Britiſh Conſtitution, that no man can 
be taxed but by himſelf, or his repreſentative. Yet; in oppa- 
ſition to this principle, the Britiſh Legiſlature preſumed to im- 
poſe taxes on America; and to ſupp rt a me ſo unconſti- 
tutional, your blood was ſhed, and your treaſure exhauſted. 
The conqueſt of America was univerſally: confidered às a pfe- 
lude and ſtep towards the annihilation of Engliſh Liberty. 8 
HFappily the miniſter of that day was defeated in both bis pro- 
je&ts. The voice of the people was againſt him, but by his | 
corrupt majorities in parliament, he for ſeveral years carried 
every propoſition triumphantly. „ 5 053 
Previous to the Revolution of 1688, the court faction 
carried their meaſures in parliament frequently byintimida- 
tion, and many members, for their e mn and integrity, 
have been fined and impriſoned. But theſe arbitrary proceed- 
ings coſt the Firſt Charles his head, and the Second James his 
crown: William III. cautioned by the fate of his predeceſſors, 
introduced the ſyſtem of corruption and ſecret influence, and the 
public money has been expended. among Members of Parlia- 
ment only to betray the people. 5 | 1 
Many efforts have been made ſince the period of the Revo- 
lution to obtain a Reform of Parliament, e they origi- 
nated in the Houſe of Commons, and not with the great body 
of the people, they always failed of ſucceſs; thereby verifying 
the proverb, that parliament will never reform itſelf. | 
his lamentable truth, ſo ſtrongly imprefſed on the mind, 
and confirmed by experience, in kr 2, induced many men of the 
firſt rank, property, and intelligence in the kingdom, to form 
aſſociations throughout the country, and eſtabliſh a central 
committee in 12 for the purpoſe of procuring a Reform. 
Peace was no ſooner proclaimed, and the preſſure of the public 
calamities in a ſmall degree relieved, than theſe aſſociations 
were neglected and finally — Unfortunately, the men 
| Es 5 who 
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Who were foremoſt in promoting them, had no other object in 
view, than, by the means of popular opinion, to riſe into 
power and office; and accordingly, when arrived at the ſum- 
mit of their ambition, they reſiſted that very principle, which 
before they had ſupported with ſuch apparent zeal. 
This defection, in the great leaders of Parliamentary Re- 
form, convinced many friends to the liberty and hopped of 
their country, that nothing but an aſſociation of the people, 
independent of any faction, could bring about this defirable 
change. Accordingly, various new aſſociations were formed 
about the year 1791, and among theſe the London Correſpond- 
ing Society, hoping 1 communication of ſentiment, to aſcer- 
tain the public will, 2d unite the exertions-of the nation. The 
ſucceſs was equal to the importanee. of the enterpriſe. Men 
generally began to ſee their RIGHTs,. and to feel the neceſſity 
aſſociating to obtain them. But a profligate adminiſtration, 
reading the conſequences to themſelves,. of a people united, 
and determined tp be free, reſolved; to divide them by falſe 
alarms, by calumny and miſrepreſentation. Thoſe who op- 
poſed the corruption of Parliament and the Government, were 


contended that an equal and univerſal repreſentation of the 
people, in their own Houſe of Parliament, was the only means 
of ſtemming the torrent of corruption, were ſtigmatized as le- 
vellers, whoſe only object was the. equalization of property. 


"Theſe inſidious artifices,, which were intended to divide the 


poor and wealthy citizens, were. unfortunately too ſucceſsful. _ 
But as it was. impoſlible that this ſyſtem of deluſion could long 
continue, a new deception muſt be reſorted to, and that was, 
that there were evil-minded perſons in the country, who, aQt- 
ing in concert with other perſons in France, deſigned to over- 
throw. our happy Conſtitution, and introduce a ſyſtem 
blood-ſhed and plunder.” The fallacy of this bafe aſſertion, 
would ſoon have been obvious, and the people indignantly 
have ſpurned the miniſter, who could .thus- dare to deceive; 
but taking advantage of the alarm which himſelf had raiſed,, 
he plunged the Dung into a war with France, under pretence 
of ſtopping the progreis of, what he termed, Jacobinical prin- 


ciples, though the oſtenſible grounds of the war were the dan- © 


ger of Holland being invaded by the French, the opening of 
the Scheld, and the. decree of the rock Convention, promiſing 
| aſſiſtance to any people who required their aid: Notwithſtand- 

ing the States General declared that they were under no - i 
prehenſions from any of the powers at war, and opening the 

navigation of the Scbeld appeared to them to be a matter of 
3 indifference 
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indifference; and if the ſame wiſe policy which actuated the 
governments of Sweden, Denmark, and America, had influ- 
enced the Britiſh Councils, the decree of fraternization would 


never have been urged as a pretext for going to war. But the 


miniſter of the preſent day, like the miniſter of the American 


war, thought by cruſhing the riſing liberties of France, 


to deſtroy thoſe of Britain. 


Such is the nature of Liberty, that a mind well inſtructed in 
its principles, no artifice can blind, no power ſubdue. The 
London Correſponding Society, unmoved by the perſecution 
they had endured, both individualty and collectively, ſtill 
faithful to the true intereſts of their country, determined to 
perfevere in obtaining a redreſs of its wrongs, and ſecuring 
to the people the full exercife and enjoyment of their conftitu- 
tional RIGHTs, by all legal means. Gy e 
The miniſter, finding himſelf unable to ſuppreſs the ſocieties 
by the exiſting laws, was reſolved to perſecute them with a' 
vigour unknown to the Conſtitution. In order to give a 
colour to ſo violent a proceeding, a new conſpiracy was: fabri- 
cated ; and the name of his Majeſty was profaned, in mak- 
ing him the author of ſo foula calumny againſt a large portion 
of the people, by a meſſage to both Houſes of Parliament. 
Fhe conſequence of which was, that the Habeas Corpus act 
was ſuſpended, whereby the perſonal liberty of every man in 
the kingdom was left to the diſcretion of the Secretary of State 
and the tyranny of the old government of France, in Lettre: 


de Cachet, was exerciſed upon a great number of Engliſhmen. 


Upwards of forty valuable Citizens, in and out of the ſociety, 
with their private papers, were feized by warrants from the 
Secretary of State. After being detained in folitary confine-' 


- ment for ſix months, Citizens Hardy, Tooke, and Thelwall, 


were brought to trial on a charge of high-treaſon, and by the 
verdict of three honeſt and independent juries, pronounced 
WOT GUILTY. rH 1 1 | 
Thereby ſtamping with the mark of falſhood, the foul aſ- 
perfions which had been caſt on the friends of Reform by 
the corrupt majority of both Houſes of Parliament; and eſta- 
Bliſhing to the full conviction of all the honeſt part of man- 
Eind, the purity of our intentions, and the legality of our pro- 
ceedings. . 8 ot 
This triumph of TRUTH and'LIBERTY over the ſanguinary 
projects of a venal adminiftration, gave univerſal fatisfaCtion' 
to the nation. The Attorney General ſhrunk from the far- 
ther proſecution of the other priſoners, who were all diſcharged 
without a trial. : n 
; wes e 


L 15. 1 


We cannot cloſe this ſubject without remarking the inde- 
cency, if not the illegality, of the legiſlature pronouncing po- 


itivehy on the guilt of men only in a ſtate of accuſation; and 


publiſhing a report, artfully drawn up, calculated to prejudice 
the public mind againſt them, thereby te deprive them of a 
fair and impartial trial. | | 575 
"Theſe meaſures all failing to check the progreſs of obeys 
new ſhackles muſt be provided. The wiſe proviſions in the 
ſtatute of treaſon, extorted from Edward III. by a virtuous 
Houſe of Commons, were now ſet aſide, and new and conftruc- 
tive treaſons introduced. The privilege of meeting to con- 
fider and diſcuſs public grievances, and petitioning for their 
redreſs, which is ſanctioned by the Bill of Rights, was now 
invaded; and the penalties of tranſportation and death annexed 
to a diſobedience of this new law. The violence and cruelty 
expreſſed in the features of theſe two bills, on their firſt appear- 
Ing inthe Houſe, was a little altered, through the vigorous op- 
poſition they received in every part of the country; but the 
reſtrictions and penalties which they {till retain, are incon- 
ſiſtent with the ſpirit of our conſtitution, and the diſgrace of a 
nation that has any pretenſion to freedom and humanity. 


FELLOW COUNTRYMEN, 


Theſe are the ſteps which have been taken by a venal ad- 
miniſtration, in conjunction with a corrupt parliament, to de- 
prive you of your liberty. But can you ſuppoſe, that thoſe who 
have 3 ou of your conſtitutional rights, will not attack 
your property? or rather, have they not purloined from you 
the former, only with the more eaſe to get poſſeſſion of the 
latter? They have plunged you into an unjuſt and unneceſ- 
fary war, by which your brethren have been ſlaughtered in a 
foreign land, while you are impoveriſhed at home. 
This trade of war, however fatal to the country, is not un- 
profitable to its miniſters. By the great number of perſons 
employed in proſecuting a war, the power and influence of the 
miniſter is increaſed. The vaſt increaſe of expenditure, while 
it affords opportunities of embezzlement, and miſapplication of 


the public money, beſide paying thoſe who have a claim upon 


the public for their ſervices, are another ſource of wealth and 
influence to miniſters and their dependents. This influence 


is further increaſed, by the loans and taxes neceſſary to carry 
on à war. 


But, fellow countrymen, if the war has ſerved to enrich the 
miniſters, money-lenders, and a vile herd of placemen and peu- 
i 6 eats oo, ners, 
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ſionets, what has it done for you? Let the long lift of bank- 
tupts, to be ſeen in every Gazette, ſince 1 4 decay of 
your commerce and manufactures, with the increaſed price of 


every neceſſary of life, anſwer; let the number of men, who 


from the want of employment, have been obliged to enter into 
the army or wed 7 and the labouring, por part of the 
community, who have been oppreſſed by the additional bur. 


then of their families, anſwer 3 let the number of men, who, 


with their families, are reduced to the extreme of miſery, 
while the men of middling circumſtances are faſt verging to 
the fame ſtate, anſwer; let all theſe anſwer, who, but miniſ- 
ters and their vile dependents, have profited by the war. 
IT be whole power of the ſtate being in the poſſeſſion of the 
land-holders, they have ſeeured themſelves againſt ſuffering 
any ſhare of the public burdens; for they have raiſed the va» 
tue of their property, and live in an inſulting ſtyle of ſplendor 
and prodgaity, while the value of manufactures has decreaſed, 
and the manufacturer can hardly ſubſift by his labour. 
Not only, fellow countrymen, is the fruit of your labour de- 
voured by a conſuming ariſtocracy at home, but ſent out of the 


land to (ſubſidize foreign deſpots; while the withdrawing of 
ſuch enormous ſums of money from the trade and commerce 


of the country, has produced the ruin of public credit, the ſtop- 
page of the Bank, and other confequent evils © 
In the midſt of all theſe public misfortunes, your miniſters, 


- with an unfeeling indifference, and while many of you have 


not bread to eat, beftow penſions on a vaſt number of foreigners, 
called princes, nobles, and priefts, who invited all the powers 
of Europe to deſtroy their own country, and raiſed within its 
bowels a cruel civil war. 5 5 
It has been ſaid, that monopoliz ing and foreftalling are the 
cauſes of the enormous price of proviſions. This is certainly 
true in part, but they are not the only cauſes. However a 
bill was introduced to the Houſe of Commons, for putting an 
end to theſe evils ; but this was oppoſed by miniſters, and ac- 
cordingly rejected by your nominal repreſentatives: ſo totally 
regardleſs do they appear of your welfare. — 


FELLOW COUNTRYMEN, 72 


If the wretched ſyſtem of politics, purſued by the king's mi- 
nĩſters, have brought England to ſuch a ſtate of degradation and 


poverty, how much more lamentable is the ſituation of Ire- 


land? The trade and commerce of that 1 i 
utterly deſtroyed; its northern provinces are actually in a ſtate 
| 8 of 
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of civil war; and in the capital, many of the inhabitants are 
aying by famine. According to the report of a Committee, 
appointed to diſtribute contributions raiſed for their relief, con- 
ſiſting of the Lord Mayor of Dublin, the Aldermen, and ſe- 
veral other gentlemen and. merchants, it appears, © that up- 
wards of 20,000 individuals in that city are obliged to ſubſiſſ 
upon five-pence farthing each per week: that at the latter end 
of the week many of theſs poor creatures are found by the vi- 
ſitors, who carry their weekly -pittance, living on the dregs 
aud waſte of flarch, and the raſpings.of bread ; and that many 
others have not eaten any thing for-the laſt twenty-four hours : 
that in many caſes theſe poor creatures, having-pledged every 
article, even to their blanket, have no more to cover them at 
Night than the tattered garments they wear in the day, which 
are ſo inadequate to cover them, that many of the females. are 
obliged to remain cowered down in a corner while the viſitors 
are in the room.” The committee further declare, © that the 
public are not to ſuppoſe that 20,000 is the total number of 
poor and unemployed manufacturers in the five manufacturing 
pariſhes: but hitherto that is the greateſt number they have 
been enabled to relieve: many more certainly ſtand in need 
of affiſtance ; and melancholy as it may appear, yet ſome of the 
viſitors are enabled to declare, that to the beſt of their belief, 
ſeveral have fallen victims (particularly women in childbed) 
to the preſent direful ſituation of the times, and actually pe- 
riſbed through want of the comnion neceſſaries of life.” The 
report concludes, by repreſenting, & that ſhould the fund for 
relieving the poor be diſcontinued,» the inevitable and horrid 
_ conſequences muſt be, that thouſands will periſh through fa- 
mine, and ſuch peſtilential diſeaſes muſt ſpread through this city, 
and perhaps through the kingdom; and as ſome remedy againſt 
this dreadful evil, the viſitors propoſe, if enabled by the bounty 
of the public, and under the direction of the Committee, to 
provide clean ſtraw, fo as to remove the. chaff and other rub- 
biſh on which they at preſent lie.” _ 7: "Re 
What is the cauſe of all the miſeries which afflict that un- 
happy country? Parliamentary corruption ! Engliſhmen ! are 
ye willing and prepared to endure the fame dreadful calamities ? 
If not! your only remedy and preventative, lies in an imm- 
diate and peaceable aſſociation among yourſelves, to procure a 
ſpeedy reform of the repreſentation in your own Houſe of Parli- 
ament. This, if timely applied, may avert the evils which 
ſeem to hang over this ill-fated country, heal the bleeding 
wounds of Ireland, and prevent a further diſmemberment of 
the Empire. : Was 2 


* 
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FELLOW COUNTRYMEN, 
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The enormity of corruption, and the degraded and miſerabſe 
ſituation to which it has reduced this Empire, is ſo glaring as 
to convince a vaſt majority of the people of the neceſſity of 
reform; but a want of concurrence in the mode of attaining 
it, and the extent to which it Thould go, has paralyſed every 
effort to obtain it. Unanimity on this occaſion is certainly de- 
ſirable; but till men are agreed in principle, how can they 
be united in exertion? The only principle on which they 
can poſſibly agree, is that in which their intereſt will be 
equally conſulted, and their rights equally ſecured. This can 

only be obtained by UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE, EQUAL REPRE- 
SENTATION, and ANNUAL PANLIAMMEN Ts. + 

If the elective franchiſe is limited to houſholders only, every 

otaer man, in-the country muſt hold his liberty and property 

at their diſcretion. In other words, every man who is not a 
houſholder muſt be a flave, for the only diſtinction between a 
free-man and a flave, is the power which the former has over 
the liberty and property of the latter. Can it then be 2 
poſed, that men who are to be left in ſuch a ſtate of degrada- 
tion, will exert themſelves to bring about a change which will 
afford them no advantage; or rather, that they will not re- 
ſiſt ſuch a change? For at preſent the unrepreſented houſholders 
make a common intereft with inmates and cottagers; but if 
once this intereſt is ſeparated, the oppreſſion is confirmed by 
an acceſſion of numbers. . | 3 85 

Not only is univerſal ſuffrage eſſential to equal liberty, but 

equal repreſentation : for if in one part of the country, five 
thouſand men elec one repreſentative, and in another part, the 

ſame right is veſted in five hundred, the power of the ſmaller - 
number will be equal to that of the larger, and a minority may 
govern a majority. | h | 

+ « So intoxicating is power, and ſo predominating the influence 
of- corruption, that univerſal ſuffrage and equal repreſentation 
would not be ſufficient guards to public liberty, while the re- 
preſehtatives Rold their ſeats for a longer. period than one ſeſ- 
ſion, or one year. For though it ſhould coft high to purchaſe 
a ſeat in · parliament, this might be reimbarſed with profit from 
the public treaſury in two or three years; and even without 
corruption, when men have been long in power they are apt 
to forget from whence it is derived, and conſidering them- 
ſelves as a diſtinct claſs, make laws for their own benefit, to 
the prejudiee of the whole community. This can beſt be 
corrected by. limiting the duration of parliaments to one year, 


whereby 
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3 
whereby the arbitrary and obnoxious acts of one, may. be re- 
pealed by another, after as ſhort a period as poſſible.” 3 
| The right of the people to inſtruct their repreſentatives is 
e but when a man can tell his conſtituents, as ſome 
of the members for London lately have, that they will not obey 
their inſtructions; how nugatory is this right? It is only by 
the power of compelling your repreſentatives to obey your in- 
ſtructions that you can ever obtain a full advantage of uniberſal 
ſuffrage, equal repreſentation, and annual parliaments, that is, 
Liberty and Happineſs: for without this power, a corrupt ma- 
© Jority, in a parliament of one ſeſſion, may do more miſchief than 
is poſſible for their ſucceſſors to repair. 8 3 
The natural and impreſcriptible right of the people to uni- 
verſal ſuffrage and annual parliaments, is founded, not only 
in juſtice and true policy, but in the ancient conſtitution of the 
country. When the Saxons eſtabliſhed themſelves on this 
iſland, they either exterminated the Britons, or drove them to 
a remote part of it, and governed themſelves by their own laws 
and cuſtoms which they had brought with theni from the con- 
tinegt. While England was divided into ſeveral ſmall king- 
doms, it appears from the hiſtory of thoſe times, and the pre- 
ambles to many of the Saxon laws now extant, that all the 
people were conſulted in making them ; that after the Saxon 
Heptarchy was formed into one kingdom, deputies were ſent. 
to the Wittena-ge-mote, or 2 aſſembly ; that they were 
elected by general conſent ; that they were elected every ſeſ- 
fon, three of which were N held every year; that the 
magiſtrates were likewiſe elected by the people, and frequently 
appointed to be their deputies. rom ene it is obvious, 
that not only the Saxon conſtitution, but every particular law, 
was founded in general conſent, either perſonally or by repre- 
Jen... -:-:- 3 « 
Alfter the battle of Fu when the Saxons ſubmitted to 
the government of William, ſirnamed the Conqueror, he en- 
tered into a compact with the people to govern them according 
to the Saxon laws and cuſtoms, and at his coronation t | 
the oath adminiſtered to the Saxon kings. Seven years after, 
he repeated his coronation oath, and ſwore to obſerve inviolably 
the good old laws of the pious kings of England, his prede- 
ceſſors, particularly thoſe of King Edward. Though this un- 
principled tyrant violated all his engagements, murdered the 
Saxon nobility, deprived the people of their arms, and intro- 
duced the moſt abſolute deſpotiſm ; yet theſe hiſtorical facts 
ſerve to prove that he made no legal change in the conſtitu- 
tion, as the whole of his 86 was a violent uſurpa- 
c ; 2 | tion, - 
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tion. They likewiſe prove, that the Saxon Conſtitution is the 
true conſtitution of England; and how much miſtaken thoſe 
writers are who derive it from no earlier a periqd than the 
Norman conqueſt, and who alſo would perſuade us that every _ . 
privilege we enjoy is a gift from the room m. 1 
The ſolicitude of the people to recover their ancient laws 
and cuſtoms, during the early reigns of the Norman princes, 
is a proof of their excellence. Many ſtruggles were made to 
recover them; and when theſe kings have wanted a favour 
from the people, they have always conceded, or at leaſt pro- © Þ 
miſed to concede, ſome of thoſe laws and cuſtoms. In this 
manner a charter was obtained from Henry I. after his eleCtion 
to the throne, by. which he ſecured it againſt his elder brother 
Robert. Stephen, to ſecure the throne againſt Matilda, con- 
firmed the charter of Henry I: The determination of Henry II. 
to check the pride, inſolence, and power of the clergy, gave 
riſe to the conſtitutions of Clarendon. Theſe princes, having 
no farther regarded their moſt ſolemn engagements than as it 
ſerved preſent purpoſes, trampled on the libefties of the people; 
and to ſuch an exceſs was the tyranny and oppreſſion of John 1% 
carried, againſt all orders of men, that a general confederation 
was formed to compel him, by force of arms, to reſtore their li- 
berties: and to their honourable exertions we are indebted for 
MaGcna CHARTA, which is ſounded on the Saxon laws and 
cuſtonis, and though far ſhort of the excellence and perfection 
of the original, will ſerve to ſhew how much public liberty had 
ſuffered from the period of the conqueſt. „ 
It is not our intention to detail the repeated perjuries of 
the different kings, who ſwore to maintain inviolate the Great 
Charter, nor the bloody. conteſts which our forefathers have 
had, to recover and Ive that portion of liberty which they 
have tranſmitted to us. Vet we cannot help obſerving that 
Magna Charta, the Treaſon Law of Edward III. the Bill of 
Rights, and thoſe laws which ſeated the preſent family on the 
Britiſh throne, are all virtually annulled, by the net acts 
againſt treaſon and ſedition. Be | 


* 


Although, after the Norman conqueſt, the right of the people 
to univerſal ſuffrage and annual parliaments, like all their other 
rights, was interrupted, it was not diſputed, till the eighth year 
of Henry VI. when an act paſſed, limiting the qualification of 
an elector to a freehold of forty ſhillings a year; and even the 
preamble to that ſtatute acknowledges the former exerciſe of 
this right in the whole people. This is further proved from 
ſome writs, which have been found, that were iflued to the 
Sheriffs in the preceeding reigns, wherein the whole com- 
F . munity - 
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munity of thoſe counties were ſummoned to elect their depu- 


ties. Mr. Hume obſerves that Edward I. “ iſſued writs to 


the Sheriffs to ſend to parliament two deputies from each bo- 


rough within their county, provided with ſufficient powers 
to conſent in their name to what he and his council ſhould re- 


quire of them. As what concerns all, ſhould be approved of 

by all.“ | „ oi ng 
The early princes of the Norman line, not chuſing to be 
ſubje& to the controul of parliament, never aſſembled one, ex- 


cept when preſſed by the want of money, or ſome urgent ne- 


ceſſity, wherefore many years elapſed between the holding of 
one parliament and another, and many evils aroſe in the ſtate. 
To correct theſe evils, and preſerve the liberty of the ſubject, 
an excellent law was paſſed in .the 36th of Edward III. which 
enaCts, that “ for the maintenance of the ſaid articles and ita- 


tutes, and redreſs of divers miſchiefs and grievances, which 


daily happen, a parliament ſhall be holden every year, as ano» 
ther time was ordained by ſtatute :”? which ſtatute referred to, 
was made in the fourth year of the ſame reign, which © accord- 
ed that a parliament ſhould be holden every year once, and more 
often if need be.” Sir William Blackſtone ſuppoſes that the 
King never was © obliged by theſe ſtatutes to call a new par- 


liament every year, but only to permit a parliament to fit an- 


nually, for the redreſs of grievances, and the diſpatch of buſi- 


nes, 14, ; | | N N 
If the practice of theſe times is allowed to explain the mean- 


U 


ing of theſe ſtatutes, it is undeniable that the King was obliged 


to call a new parliament every year. For it is notorious that 
writs were iſſued to the ſheriffs for neu elections almoſt eve 
year during that whole reign, and theſe writs, with the returns 


upon them, are for the moſt part ſtill -preſerved. Out of the 


three years for which the writs are miſſing, it is certain that 


parliaments were holden in two of them, io that there is only 


one year out of many in which wwe cannot prove the meeting 

of annual parliaments. . e 
During the firſt eighteen years of the ſucceeding reign, an- 

nual writs were ifiued for new parliaments, till Richard II. 


rendered himſelf abſolute. Gurdon tells us, « the cuſtom of 
proroguing parliaments was firſt practiſed by Richard II. to 


continue his packed parliaments.“ 
That the power delegated by the people to their repreſen- 
tatives continued no longer than during the ſeſſton of that par- 
_ ticular parliament to which they were ſummoned, is clear, as 
new parliaments were ſometimes elected two, three, and even 
four times a year. Mr. Pryane, in his“ ſhort parliaments re- 
1 | vived,”, 


= 


a 


vived,”* ſpeaking of the repreſentatives, ſays, © they preſently 
ceafed to be knights, citizens, burgeſſes, and barons, in any ſuc- 
ceeding parliaments or councils, unleſs newly elected, and re- 

ſtored to ferve in them by the king's new writs.” “ ; 


Should it be contended” by the enemies of Reform that theſe 
frequent elections muſt be attended with inſuperable diffieul- 
ties and inconveniences, we may quote the experience of all 
ancient times as affording ample and: ſufficient proof to the 
_ contrary; © there not being (ſays Mr. Prynne) above two or 
three caſes of elections queſtioned or complained of from the 
Iqth of Henry III. the pertad of the reftoration of the repre- 
&ntative parliaments, till the 22d of Edward IV. more than 
two hundred years; and not ſo much as one double return or 
mdenture, wherewith all the late bundles of writs are ſtored.”* 
Whereas in our own times, we have ſeen 58 petitions againſt 
undue elections and returns at one general election, ariſing from 
the preſent complicated and ridiculous right of ſuffrage. ._ 
A _ *FELLOW COUNTRYMEN, | 
We think we have eſtabliſhed, beyond the poſſibility of con- 

tradiction, the Right of the People to UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE 
and ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS. That every charge of innova- 
tion and ſubverſion of the conſtitution belongs not to us, but 
ta thoſe, who contend for the corruptions and innovations of mo- 
dern times. The people were firſt deprived of their right to 
univerſal repreſentation by law, in the reign of Henry VI. and 
afterwards more completely, during the weak and tyrannical 
reigns of the race of Stuart, in the creation of new boroughs. 
The duration of parliament was firſt extended, by law, to three 
years inthe reign of William III. and afterwards to ſeven, in the 
reign of George I. If the conſtitution was founded in general 
conſent, theſe alterations, which deprived the great body of the 
people of their rights, without their conſent, were unconſti- 
tutional. If men choſen to ſerve for one year, in the Houſe of 
Commons, can eſtabliſh themſelves for three or ſeven years, 
they can for life the conſtitution of this country may be 
changed into an elective oligarchy, and no ſecurity remain for 

public liberty. : | ; : 

To reſtore the conſtitution to its original purity, and the 

people to their long loſt rights, are-the only objects, to which 


It is neceſſary to obſerve that Mr. Prynne found, in the White 
Tower of London, among a vaſt quantity of other ancient records, 
117 bundles of writs, with the returns, during this period. ate © 
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the efforts of the London Correſponding Society have been 
directed. Being a part of the people, and having no proſpect af 
any ſhare in the future adminiſtration of the county, whatever 
change may take place, they cannot have any private intereſt 
to ſerve, their only intereſt is comprized in the benefit of the 
WHOLE. gs Za Be 


FELLOW COUNTRYMEN, 


| It may not be improper at this time to bring to your recul- 
3 lection the meaſures which the London Correſponding Society 


have taken in the purſuit of their conſtitutional object. When, 
by their correſpondence” and public addreſſes, they had con- 
vinced the people, that the only means to reſtore this coun 
to its former dignity and happineſs, was a Reform in the Com- 
mons Houſe of Parliament, they preſented a petition to the 
Houſe of Commons on the 6th of May 1793, praying ſuch Re- 
form. * On the ſame day, the table of the Houſe was covered 8 
iT with petitions, from almoſt every part of the country, ſome of, | 
| which petitions had a greater number of ſignatures, than there 
; | | are of perſons who elect a majority in that Houſe. Yet theſe 
| were diſregarded, and all Reform denied. 35 
I! The Londen Correſponding Society, ſtill faithful to their 
| principles and their country, endured the ſtorm of 1794, which 
aſſailed the life of many of their members; and on the 29th af 
June 1795, held a public meeting, at which they adopted an 
Addreſs to the Nation, and another to the King, in which they 
repreſented how groſsly he has been deceived by his miniſters, 
to the prejudice of himſelf and the country, beſeeched him to 
a diſmiſs them from his councils, « and to exert that pe 
with which the conſtitution has intruſted him to give the 
people that free and equal repreſentation, which can along 
enable the Britiſh nation to prevent future and remove the pre- 
ſent calamities.“ | FCC 8 
The Addreſs to the King being paſſed over in ſilence by 
his majeſty, another public meeting was held on the 26th of 
October, when an Addreſs to the Nation was adopted, and a 
Remonſtrance to the King, complaining of the negle &with 
which the former Addreſs had been treated, again ſoliciting 
£1 the removal of miniſters, © and a ſpeedy. PEACE, as the on 
; means by which this country could be faved, or the attachment 
of the people ſecured.” “. Hap! 2X 1 
The ſtagnation of trade, and a threatening famine, cauſed x4 


a diſaſterous war, had ſo irritated the minds of ſome miſ 
perſons, that they aſfaulted his majeſty as he went to open the 
ſeſſion of parliament, We deplore, with every friend to ome 


, 


1 | 1 


and good order, this, outrage upon the perſon of the firſt magiſ- 
trate; but as the laws in being were ſufficient to puniſh thoſe | 
who were guilty of it, we are confident that this affault was 


embraced only as a pretext for tyrannical ufurpation, long before 
digefted and agreed upon. e e 
At this time the two bills, known by the names of the Trea- 


fon and Sedition Bills, were introduced. As theſe unconſtitu- 


tional bills were calculated to abridge the liberty of the ſubject, 


and ſtop the freedom of enquiry and aſſociation, rather than to 


fecure the perſonal ſafety of the ſovereign; the London Cor- 
reſpending Society thought it their duty to ſtep forward again, 


and call a public meeting, to repel the calumnies which had 


been caſt upon them, and to join their efforts to thoſe of the 


country in defeating theſe bills. A meeting was accordingly 
held on the r2th of November, at which was adopted an Ad- 


* 


dreſs Remonſtrance and Petition to the King, and a Petition to 
each Houſe of Parliament, againſt the bills. 1 


o 


As theſe applications were all ineffectual, another public 
meeting was held on the 7th of December, when an Addreſs 


to the Nation was adopted, and a Petition to the King, beſeech- 


ing him to withold his aſſent from thoſe bills. But before the 


petition could be prefented, they received the royal aſſent, and 
are now the law of the land. * „5% de ney 
Whatever may be our opinion of theſe laws, we have care- 


fully ſubmitted to them; and in conformity to their proviſions 


and limitations we have called this meeting, in order to have 
our proceedings ſanctioned by the numerous Friends of Liberty, 


in and about London. Perſuaded that UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE 


and ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS are the RIGHT of the PEOPLE, 
we again pledge ourſelves to our country, never to relinquiſh 
eur CLAIMS. but with our LIVEs, 5 | 


* 


FELLOW COUNTRYMEN, 


When we ſpeak of Reform, we do not mean an idle ſpecu- 
lative alteration that will produce no real good, but ſuch a ra- 
dical change as ſhall deliver you from preſent calamities, and 
prevent the future. Such a change, as ſhall reſtore your liberty 


put an end to this accurſed war, and deprive every future 


adminiftration of the power of plunging you into another, to 
gratify their inordinate ambition——ſuch a change as ſhall 
lighten the public burden, by ſecuring to you a parliament that 
will watch over the public treafure, inſtead of dividing it with 
a venal adminiſtration——ſuch a reform, as if timely applied, 
will prevent a revolution: for if the public expence ſhould 
ever exceed the abilities of the people to bear, a ſtate to which 

we 
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© per time for reform, is that in which they feel the weight of | 5 


” * 


their injuries, whether war or peace. 
If, fellow countrymen, you would have this deſirable reform, 


Remember that the whole nation is ho more than a don 
an extenſive ſcale ; and when the great body of the people all 
be united in opinion and exertion, what ſmall combination will 


£3 JEqg 


be able to reſiſt the general will? 


Let not the man of fortune, and refinement, object to ge- 
neral aſſociation, by 7 that < he cannot mix with the * | 


and uninformed.” e ſhould remember that they contribute 


to his wealth and enjoyments, that the natioñ is compoſed of 
rich and poor, and that the poor are the majority . Neither 


let the poor object to general aſſociation, as that is WW onl 


way in which they can obtain thoſe conſtitutional rights which 
Are to ameliorate their condition. | \- | 
Before we conclude, there is one objection to univerſal ſuf- 


frage which we think ourſelves bound to anſwer, viz. That 


men who have no ſtake or property in the country, have no 


right to a ſhare in the legiſlatio This hackneyed ſophiſm 


would not merit a refutation, had. it not been the means of de- 


ceiving ſome well intentioned individuals. To anſwer this ob- 


jection, it is neceſſary to obſerve that property ſignifies nothing 


ds wellobſerved by Mr. Grattan, in his Addreſs to his Felle, 
Citizens of Dublin, that the fate of the hapleſs . American © loyaliſt, 
is a leſſon to the Rich and Great, to ſtand by their country in all ſitua- 
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more than that which is a man's own. In the ordinary accep- 

'tation it 1s applied to lands, houſes, and money in the funds ; 
but theſe, in themſelves, are of no value only as they furniſh 
the means of ſubſiſtence. "In this point of view trade, the me- 
chanic arts, or any ſort of labour which furniſhes the means of 
ſubſiſtence to thoſe who follow it, is to them property; and 
this property is of more value to the ſtate than either of the 
former, as it is by the labour and induſtry of the people that the 
land is cultivated, houſes are built, and money . into 


- 


the country. As this property, which is founded in labour, is 


in its nature more /precarious than that of any other kind, 
ſo it eught to be more ſtrictly guarded, for we have ſeen the 
impolitic. meaſures. of a Weak adminiſtration, totally deſtroy 
ſome kinds of buſineſs and greatly injure others, whereby many 
men whoſe property conſiſted in their reſpective profeſſions 
re ruined,” and their families reduced to a workhouſe; while 
ihe other kinds of property have ſuffered no alteration. 
If the right to a ſhare in the legiſlation was founded on pro- 
_ perty, it is Clear, that as every man, muſt have a ſtake and 
property in the eountry, ſo he has a right to a ſhare in the legiſ- 
lation: and the full exerciſe of this right, on the principles of 
uniyerſal ſuffrage, by repreſenting all the men in the nation, 
mult equally ſecure all thei various intereſts, and afford the beſt 
and only effectual means of redreſſing all their wrongs and pro- 
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ſtrances to your Majeſty have experienced, wherein we have! 
repreſented the extreme diſtreſs and miſery under which the | 
great body of the people languiſhes, by the arbitrary and op- = 
| preſſive meaſures. of your miniſters, We are ſtill as heretofore, 
il induced to ſuppoſe that thoſe Petitions and Remonſtrances have 
either been entirely kept from your knowledge, or deprived of F 
their due weight with your lajeſty by the machinations of 4 ” 
cho miniſters.” ß CC Tn 
Me forbear, however, on this occaſion, to renew our pe- 
tition for their diſmiſſal, .conceiving it would be in ſome de- 
1gfree arrogant, and aſſuredly nugatory, for this Society fo to pe- 
| tition, having ſeen that not even the united voice 12 the whale 
_ Country (lately and unequivocally expreſſed) has been able to 
effect the ſalutary conyiction on your mind, that their mea- 
ſures have complency deſtroyed the order, happineſs, and proſ- 
perity of theſe kingdoms, and have conſequently a hoftile _ 
tendency to your perſon, and government; that they are at 
length become objects of ſerious execration to all ranks and 
deſcriptions of perſons, the baneful effects of their deteſtable 
oppreſſion having gradually extended from the Peaſang and 
Cottager to the Mechanic, from the Mechanic to the Tradef- 
man, and ſo upwards through every claſs in the Community, 
fave only that which fattens on the public ſpoil, and whote 
pplendour and luxury increaſe in the e. proportion with the 
miſeries of every other) —threatening in their direful career | 
ſoon to involve the whole empire in one common ruin. 
We truſt we have ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, on a former occa- 
ſion, our right, not only to petition and remonſtrate, but to 
demand attention to our Petitions and Remonſtrances, by then 
refering to that memorable event, the Revolution of 1688 
which ſecured the enjoyment of that right; and to the accef- 
| hon of the Houſe of Hanover, when that, amongſt other rights, 
was ſolemnly recognized by your predeceffor, and the main- | 
taining of which was ſtipulated as the expreſs and only con- ; 
dition on which the throne of theſe kingdoms could be held, or 
the allegiance of the people warranted. 


5 | Ps on the diſregard which our former Petitions and Remon - 
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V 
Notwithſtanding, therefore, the diſregard our addreſſes to 
your Majeſty have hitherto CY we yet feel it a ſacred 
duty to ourſelves and to our Fellow-Citizens, again to renew 
our Petitions and Remonſtrances {the more urgently when the 
public calamities have ſo greatly increaſed as they have done, 
even within the two years ſince we laſt addreſſed your Ma- 
jeſty,) and to perſevere therein until they ſhall have-excited 
that due regard to the long and patient ſufferings of a much in- 
Jared people, which may timely interpoſe to prevent thoſe civil 
convulſions, which the contemptuous neglect of jJusT com- 
plaints, and the confequent deſpair of redreſs to REAL griev- 
ances, are calculated to protuce— 898 
We ſhall, not dwell long on che accumulated miſeries en- 
gendered by the preſent cruel and diſaſtrous war, ſeeing that 
your Majeſty has once more afforded the pleaſing proſpect of 
a termination to its horrors by the negociation now pending. 
We cannot, however, refrain * oa declaring our deteſtation of 


its principle and conduct, by calling to your mind, that as its 


object has never been poſitively defined, and a new pretext 
for perſevering in it has been continually adopted as the fore. 
going has become inyalid, it is at length ſuficiently obvious, 


that its rea! objects were no other than to cruſh in the bud 


the infant Liberties of FWENTY-$1X "MILLIONS of people, juſt 
emerging from the long night of wretchedneſs, ignorance, and - 
ſlavery, to the bliſsful dawn and cheering brightneſs of Free- 
dom and Humanity, and to conſign them and their territory, 
2 devoted people and a plundered ſoil, to the furrounding Deſ- 


pots,of Europe. „ 
May the preſent negociation be ſucceſsful may it be in- 
tended to be ſo— poſſeſſing ſincerity, in which the former being 
diſcovered by the French Directory to be deficient, was, as 
might have been expected, by them abruptly terminated with 
marked diſguſt at the inſult offered by the Britiſh Miniſter, in 
daring to trifle with a powerful and conquering Nation, in an 
affair of fuch. infinite magnitude and importance. - 2 8 
We now claim your regard'to certain points of the moſt ſeri- 
ous import to the public welfare and happineſs; to that which 
was the ancient conſtitutional right of the people of England 
Univerſal Suffrage, Equal Repreſentation and Annual Par- 
liame ts. 3 1 N 
No free Conſtitution can conſiſtently ſuperſede any natural 
or original Right, unleſs to eſtabliſn in its place ſome com- 
mon and. ſocial benefit; but the ſubſtitution of that law which 
gives to property an excluſive voice in the grand council o 


F . 


1 


the Nation, in glacy of the ancient and conſtitutional right 


of Univerſal Suffrage of that which gives to'heaps-of ſtones 


and ruinated walls the power to be repreſented, and denies it 


to the huſbandman and manufacturer of that, again, which 
extends the duration of Parliaments to three, and even to 
ſeven years, whereby the Repreſentatives of the People ceaſe 
to remain ſo, and become the corrupt agents of the Miniſters 
of the crown, in place of the ancient conſtitutional right of 


annual Parliaments; every one of theſe laws compleatly inverts 
the above political axiom, ſoefſential to the exiſtence of a free 


Conſtitution, by ſuperſeding a common and ccial benefit, to 


eſtabliſh in its place a partial and oppreſſive privilege. 


» 


Permit us to call your attention to "the time of the patriot 


Prince Alfred, the on whith / Britons - have been juſtly 
he epock of their liberties; the period at 


taught to regard as | 
which as much of the Britifty Conftitution as can rationally be 
called free may be ſaid to have been eſtabliſhed; the People 


then enjoying their rightful ſhare in the formation of the laws 


by which they were governed; the only token that freedom 


exiſts in a State. 


Wen eee, 


under one Government, this Prince perceiving it would be 


no longer practicable to learn the will and obtain the counſel. 


of the People from themſelves in perſon as before, ordained; or 
rather reſtored and perfeCted; the plan of repreſentation——— 
Tythings, Hundreds, Wardmotes, and other Divifions of the 


Country were formed, in order that the free Suffrage of every 


Citizen might be unequivocally- obtained, and a due propor- 
tion of Repreſentatives to Electors ſtrictly preſerved, whereby 
an immediate channel was open to every one to obtain the re- 
dreſs of his particular as well as -common grievances.” The 
wife and wholeſome laws then made were the People's own 


laws, and were duly executed by the ſuperintendance of this 


virtuous Prince in perſon, not through the medium of à band 
of profligate Miniſters. 3 | 

The enjoyment of theſe rights was wreſted from the People 
by the Norman Robber, William I. and though many ſtruggles 
have been made and with partial ſucceſs, as appears from the 
records of John, Henry III. and others, it has never been fully 
recovered, and has from the time of Edward I. gradually de- 


cayed, until it is at length become fully extinct, together witin 
-- nearly every veſtige of freedom the Britiſh Conſtitution has 
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for 


| Anotherinroad on the Britiſh Genie iS het extended 0 , 
duration of Parliaments from Annual toTriennial, and, laftly 2 


to the prepoſterous term of Septennial. 
Fhe due effect and virtue of popular 


tLe annual productions of nature, of being ſo long preſerved 
in uſeful purity, without a ſeaſonable renewal ; our prudent. 
Anceſtors, imitating nature, required alſo an annual renewal 


of their Parliamentary Repreſentation, as being neceſfapy for. 


the maintenance of public virtue. 
We prove this annual renewal by Laws made in the 4th 


and 36th. years of Edward III. wherein it is ſpecified, that 


for the maintenance of the ſaid articles and Statutes, a 
Parliament ſhall be holden every year. 

This law was abided by throughout the long. reign of Ed- 
ward III. and until the 19th of Richard II. from which. time 


until the Triennial Act of William III. the length of Par- 


liaments has bows. e to be A of the reigning 7 beg 
. 


Employ then, we conjure. ou, your Paten nf. 
ence in procuring for the -people the reſtoration of their 
Rights—Unt:l they be-reftored, it is in vain that they who 


have an intereſt in the perpetuation of abuſes cry out, We 
have a free conſtitution, we want no change :? the Irs 
of the people give the lie to the vain boaſt. , 

A full. free, and equal repreſentation of the People is the 


bHaſrs of all . happineſs. It is through this medium 


alone that the Will of the Majority can be aſcertained, and 
no law can be juſt that has not the ſanction of that Will. 
To conclude, we truſt, that this our Petition and der 


, france will prove to your conviction, that the ſtability of 


the Throne is no leſs implicated in the reſtoration of theſe 
1 than the Liberty and 9 of the People. 


Fuly 31, 797. 
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I. That the many and heavy calamities which; have already 
befallen this country, and the total ruin with which it is now 
threatened, are to be aſcribed ſolely to the want of a Houſe 
of Commons repreſenting all the people. 


II. That by the ancient conſtitution of England, parliaments 8 
were elected annually, and every freeman in the ſtate had his 
RTE. 
III. That to reinſtate the people in their ancient rights “f 
Univerſal Suffrage, and to reſtore to them the ancient cuſtom 
of Annual Parliaments, are the ſure, if not the only means of 1 


vote in the choice of his repreſentative. 


ſecuring to this country, Freedom, Proſperity, and Happineſs. 
IV. That the London Correſponding Society, and other 


friends of Conftitutional Liberty, here aſſembled, will never 


Lacken in their efforts, until they ſhall have legally obtained 
thoſe grand and moſt deſirable objects. 1 . 


V. That this Meeting do recommend to thoſe numerous 


ſocieties and individuals who are engaged with them in this 
ew and common cauſe, Peace, Union, Firmneſs, and Per- 
ſeverance ; and their efforts muſt be crowned with ultimate 


fucceſs. Ke 8 
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